
Nationally Recognized and
Accredited Program

APPLY TODAY!

DOCTORATE IN
EDUCATIONAL

LEADERSHIP AND
POLICY STUDIES

CONTACT US

Hold an appropriate master’s-level
degree from an accredited institution
Have earned at least a 3.3 GPA on
your most recent graduate coursework
Have served or currently serve in an
educational leadership position

Do you think the VT Educational
Leadership Doctoral Program may be right
for you? To be admitted, you must:

Applicants are evaluated based on their
written and oral communication skills;
technological competence; letters of
recommendation; and commitment both to
completing the program and to continuing
their service as educational leaders. For
application instructions, please visit our
website, or e-mail one of the program
contacts listed on the back of this brochure.

HOW DO I APPLY?
For additional information about applying or
the program, please visit our website, or e-
mail one of the program contacts listed on
the back of this brochure.

Virginia Tech does not discriminate against
employees, students, or applicants on the
basis of age, color, disability, gender,
gender identity, gender expression,
national origin, political affiliation, race,
religion, sexual orientation, genetic
information, veteran status, or any other
basis protected by law. For inquiries
regarding non-discrimination policies,
contact the executive director for Equity
and Access at (540) 231-8771 or Virginia
Tech, North End Center, Suite 2300
(0318), 300 Turner St. NW, Blacksburg, VA
24061.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
David Alexander, EdD
mdavid@vt.edu

Jodie Brinkmann, EdD
jlbrinkmann@vt.edu

Carol S. Cash, EdD
ccash48@vt.edu

John Gratto, EdD
john1112@vt.edu

Carol A. Mullen, PhD
camullen@vt.edu 

Ted Price, PhD
pted7@vt.edu

Susan Li
Graduate Academic Program Assistant
susanli@vt.edu

Kathy Tickle
Enrollment Services Specialist
ktickle@vt.edu

Scan the QR code below to
learn more about the
Educational Leadership
Program and the School of
Education. 
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We offer our Ed.D. online and at five
Virginia Tech extension sites: the Hampton
Roads Center (Virginia Beach/Newport
News), the Northern Virginia Center (in
Falls Church), the Richmond Center, the
Roanoke Higher Education Center, and the
Southwest VA Higher Education Center (in
Abingdon). The Ed.D. program operates on
a cohort model. In other words, each site
admits a new, approximately fifteen-person
group – or cohort –of doctoral students
every three years. The members of a given
cohort all attend the same classes in the
same sequence and pursue common plans
of study. 

For over forty years, the Virginia Tech
Educational Leadership Doctoral Program
has prepared aspiring educational
administrators throughout the
Commonwealth. Designed for working
educational professionals, the program is
conducted on a part-time basis, with
coursework that balances modern
academic theory with real-life practice.
Ed.D. graduates leave with the skills they
need to lead ethically; initiate school
reform; investigate issues in educational
policy; communicate with diverse
constituents; and improve the learning and
prospects of all K-12 students. Many
alumni of the program have gone on to
serve in impactful capacities as principals,
superintendents, central office
administrators, state DOE officials,
university faculty, or researchers.

Ed.D. students complete approximately 69
hours of coursework on a part-time basis.
Typically, students attend two classes –
totaling 6 credit hours – per semester.
Students may attend fewer credit hours in
Summer I or II, or more credit hours while
working on their dissertation research but
must always be enrolled in a least 3-credits
and one class for continuous enrollment.
Courses are conducted in the evening to fit
the schedules of full-time educators. 

All Ed.D. students graduate with a minimum
of 69 doctoral course credits, 30 transfer
credits (from previous graduate coursework),
and 99 credits in total. The degree may be
completed in three years, though some
students take additional semesters to
complete their dissertations.

HISTORY AND PURPOSE

LOCATIONS AND COHORTS

COURSEWORK

Course topics include advanced school law;
advanced school finance; instructional
leadership; governance and policy; facilities
planning; theories of administration; and
quantitative research methods. Each course
will touch upon relevant, contemporary
issues in K-12 education, such as
standardized testing, school safety, special
education, school accreditation, diversity,
educational politics, and educational reform.
Each course touches upon relevant,
contemporary issues in K-12 education,
such as standardized testing, school safety,
special education, school accreditation,
diversity, educational politics, and
educational reform.

COURSE TOPICS

COURSE DELIVERY
Courses are offered face-to-face, blended,
and online for most cohorts. For the online
cohort, all courses are delivered online with
synchronous and asynchronous classes.

The Ed.D. in Educational Leadership and
Policy studies is not awarded solely on the
basis of coursework completion. To
graduate, each student must also conduct
a major research study culminating in the
presentation and defense of a dissertation.
The Ed.D. dissertation demonstrates the
student’s ability to investigate a practical
issue in educational administration – in
program evaluation, program
implementation, curriculum development,
or another related topic agreed upon by
one’s dissertation chair and advisory
committee. The majority of students write
their dissertations in the traditional five-
chapter format (i.e., as a research paper
with an introduction, literature review,
methodology, results, and conclusion.)

DISSERTATION

The VT Educational Leadership Program is
accredited by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools, the Council for the
Accreditation of Educator Preparation, and
the Educational Leadership Constituent
Council and the University Council for
Educational Administration. It is approved
by the Virginia Board of Education.

ACCREDITATION

As full-time Virginia K-12 school
employees, our students qualify for a 25%
reduced tuition rate. Please see the
Bursar’s Office website, bursar.vt.edu, for
current rates and more information on the
VA School Personnel Discount.

TUITION
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